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prostitute manifests in many degrees and forms; the
most obvious of these forms is the nightly street-
walker, the avowed and regular " professional/' who
relies solely upon her trade for her support.

Apart from the professionals there is a very large
proportion of women engaged in honest employment
who resort occasionally to prostitution as a means of
eking out a meagre wage, and are thus only partially
dependent upon it financially. There are others who
use it as a means of obtaining luxuries; these will
often receive payment " in kind "; they may never
walk the streets, but they are prostitutes none the
less. A definition seems to be needed here, and
Flexner1 gives us. a very logical and excellent one,,
He says :

" I shall consider prostitution to be characterized
by three elements variously combined: barter,
promiscuity, emotional indifference. The barter
need not involve the passing of money, though
money is its usual medium; gifts or pleasures may
be the equivalent inducement. Nor need promis-
cuity be utterly choiceless; a woman is not the less
a prostitute because she is more or less exclusive
in her associations. Emotional indifference may be
fairly inferred from barter and promiscuity. In
this sense any person is a prostitute who habitually
or intermittently has sexual relations more or less
promiscuously for money or other mercenary con-
sideration. Neither notoriety, arrest, nor lack of
other occupation is an essential criterion. A woman
may be a prostitute even though not notorious, even
though never arrested, even thougE simultaneously
otherwise employed in a paid occupation/'

Thus there can be no doubt that the street-walkers
comprise  a  proportion only of those who must  be

1 Prostitution in Europe, p. n.